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 How-to guide

Building a Raised Bed 
 Planter

A handy guide to building your own raised bed 

 planter for a neat and attractive finish!

 You will need…

 1

 Materials
• 2x Charltons LongLast long Sleepers and 2x Charltons 

LongLast short Sleepers for a rectangular shape (4x 
equal lengths for square shape) – see step 2 for 

 available lengths
•  Soil (available at the Timberstore)
• Coach Screws or TimberDrives (available at the 

 Timberstore)

Charltons LongLast Sleeper 

lengths available at the 
 Timberstore

 Tools
•  Handsaw
•  Spade
•  Garden Fork 
•  Drill
•  Trowel

0.6m 200x100   
 (2ft 8”x4”)

 0.9m 200x100
 (3ft 8”x4”)

 1.2m 200x100
 (4ft 8”x4”)

 1.5m 200x100
 (5ft 8”x4”)

 1.8m 200x100
 (6ft 8”x4”)

 2.1m 200x100
 (7ft 8”x4”)

 2.4m 200x100
 (8ft 8”x4”)
 3m 200x100
 (10ft 8”x4”)

A  ll TSW

 Positioning the Sleepers
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SAFETY FIRST! 
To protect your hands from 

splinters, wear gloves when 

handling the sleepers. You 

should also wear goggles when 

drilling through the sleepers! 

1. Decide where in the garden it’s going to go, bearing in mind 
if you want to access all four sides and where the optimum 

 position is for catching the sun
2. Make sure the bed will be big enough to accommodate what 

you want to grow – some plants/herbs need more space 
 than others

3. Put the two longest Charltons LongLast sleepers into 
position, and then place the two shorter Charltons LongLast 
sleepers in-between at each end to create the rectangular 

 shape
4. Once you’re happy with the position of the sleepers, mark 

the outline of the sleepers with a spade and move the 
 sleepers to one side and dig the turf out of the area

 Attaching the sleepers
 4

1. the soil underneath using a fork, with a depth of Loosen 
about 15cm 

  
2. the Charltons LongLast sleepers back into the newly Place 

dug earth, into the position previously marked 

  
3. To the sleepers, screw two coach screws into the attach 

long end of the sleepers to fasten to the short sleepers. 
Ensure the sleepers are kept at a right-angle to each other 
to maintain the rectangle shape. Repeat for all corners – if 
you want to attach the sleepers without the screws being 
visible, you can use offcuts of arris rails in each inside 
corner and use Ultimate Wood Screws (available at the 
Timberstore) to attach the rail to the sleepers either side.  

  
4. the bed with a mixture of soil and compost to just Fill 

below the edge of your bed. Your raised bed planter is 
now complete! 


