
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How-to guide 

Laying Turf 

A handy guide to 

laying your turf for a 

neat and attractive 

finish! 

1 

You will need… 

2 

Before you start 

TIP! 
The best time to lay a new lawn from scratch is 

early - mid autumn when the grass can root 

easily 
 

Materials 
• Rolls of turf 
• Lawn dressing 

Tools 
• Spade                        
• Soft brush 

• Rake  
• Pins and 

lines 

• Tape 
measure 

• Board 

• Hosepipe 

• Lawn edger 
• Watering can 

• Gloves 

Things to consider… 

When plants spill out of a border onto the lawn it 
can make mowing difficult. If you border the lawn 
with brick or slabs, set just below the level of the 
grass, this won't be a problem - you won't need to 
maintain neat grass edges to beds either 
 

Rolls of turf are heavy, particularly if they contain 
a lot of moisture. You might need help lifting 
them into position 

1. Remove existing grass with a spade before 
digging or rotivating the area to be turfed, to 
a depth of about 15cm. Clear remaining 
stones and weeds. 
 

2. Rake the ground to smooth the surface then 
firm with your feet or with a roller. Repeat the 
process until the ground is level and the soil is 
firm. 
 

3. To establish turf more quickly, spread lawn 
dressing over the prepared soil – about 70g 
per square metre – and rake it in lightly. 
 

4. Measure out and mark the boundaries of the 
intended lawn area with a line strung 
between metal pins, or use some wooden 
pegs if you prefer. 
 

5. Make sure the soil is level with adjacent hard 
surfaces like paths and patios before you lay 
turf so that you will be able to mow up to 
them easily. 

TIP! 
Aim to lay the turf within a day of delivery - if laying 

is delayed, open the rolls and water. Don't worry if 

they turn slightly yellow, they should quickly green-

up once laid 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3 

Laying the turf Maintaining your lawn 

4 

1. Lay the long edges of turf against the boundary 
line. Then cut the turf to fit with a long-bladed 
knife or lawn edger. 
 

2. Work from a straight side, on a board placed on 
turfs you have already laid, to lay turf across the 
site. Butt edges and stagger joints so that there 
are no gaps. 
 

3. When all the turf is laid, you can peel back the 
turf to fill any hollows with fine topsoil and 
gently brush topsoil into any gaps you may have 
left. 
 

4. To tidy the edges, use a long-bladed knife or a 
lawn edger. Any curved edges can be easily 
marked using a hosepipe. 
 

5. Immediately after laying the turf, you should 
give it a thorough watering to help establish the 
turf and to ensure that the lawn flourishes! 

TIP! 
Try not to walk on newly laid turf until it has rooted 

into the soil, which could take several weeks 

1. Apply granular feed, weed and moss killer twice a 
year, accurately by hand, or with a purpose-made 
spreader. 
 

2. The lawn will recover quickly and look fantastic if 
you remove dead moss with a wire rake or scarifier 
after applying a moss control product. 
 

3. After raking, apply 20g per square metre (about a 
handful every two square metres) of grass seed, to 
thicken the lawn. 
 

4. Spike compacted lawn with a garden fork to a 
depth of 6cm at 30cm intervals to prevent poor 
growth, weed invasion and moss. 
 

5. Trim grass edges once a year with a lawn edger, 
preferably in the spring, to neaten edges and stop 
it from spreading beyond its borders. 

CAREFUL! 
You should wait 4-6 weeks before starting this 

maintenance on your newly laid turf  
 


