
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How-to guide 

Featheredge 
Fencing 

A handy guide to 

erecting featheredge 

fencing for an 

attractive, professional 

finish! 

1 

You will need… 

2 

Constructing the 

framework: posts 

Tools 
• Breaker/wrecking bar 
• Hammer 
• Spade 

• Handsaw 

• Cordless drill 
• Tape measure 

• String 

• Spirit level 

Fencing materials 
• Posts 

• Gravelboards 

• Rails 

• Featheredge boards 

• Capping (optional) 
• Counter rails (optional) 
• Post caps (optional) 
• 50mm round wire nails 

• 5x80 Ultimate wood screws 

• Post mix 

Safety equipment 
• Dust mask 

• Goggles 

• Gloves 

1. Start by determining the desired line of fencing. 
On a property boundary, mark the boundary 
with string, being mindful that all posts and 
fencing must fall on your side of the boundary. 
 

2. Put in your first post by digging a hole in the 
ground (approx. 2ft deep) where the post is 
going to go. Position the post in the hole and 
use a spirit level to ensure it is straight, once 
you’re happy with its position follow the 
manufactures instructions for mixing and 
setting times for your chosen post mix, using 2 
bags per post to optimize the strength of the 
framework. 
 

3. If you have already planned the spacing's 
between the posts, use a measuring tape to 
calculate where the second post will need to 
go. If you are using the length of the rails as 
your sections, hold one in place and mark on 
the ground where the next post will need to go 
(be sure to bear in mind that the rail should 
only cover half of the post to allow for the next 
rail) also try to leave some overhang that will 
need cutting down as you will need the offcuts 
for later on. Then repeat step 2.  

TIP!  
If your fencing is starting from the wall of your 

house, use Thunderbolts to attach a 4”x2” wall 

plate to the wall 
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Constructing the 

framework: rails 

1. Before fitting the rails, check that all of the 
rails are the same length. Holding the first 
rail in position with the aid of a G Clamp, 
use a spirit level to ensure it is horizontal. 
Once you’re happy with that, use 1 of the 
5 x 80 Ultimate wood screws to attach one 
end to the first post. Then at the other 
end, be sure to keep checking the rail is 
straight before attaching it to the second 

post with 2 5x80 screws, then fix the 2
nd

 
screw at the other end 

2. Repeat step one until all of the required 
rails for the first section have been fitted. 
The overall height of the fencing will 
determine how many rails you have per 
section (I.e. up to 3ft = 2 rails per section, 
3ft+ = 3 rails per section). At this point, the 
frame work should look similar to the 
below example 

  

 

 

 

P
o

st
 P

o
st 

Rail 

Rail 

Rail Screws 

Constructing the 

framework: 

gravel boards 

4 

1. Using the offcuts from the rails from the 
previous section, cut them down to match 
the width of the posts 

 

2. Attach the offcut to the bottom of the post 
to use as a spacer with wood screws – this 
will ensure the gravel boards are inline 
with the featheredge boards later on 

 

3. Position the gravel board between the 
bottom of the posts and attach the gravel 
board at one end to the spacer on the first 
post using the wood screws, as pictured 
below 

 

4. Repeat the above at the other end of the 
gravel board being sure to continually 
check it is horizontal using a spirit level  

Repeat all steps of constructing the frame 

work for the entire run of fencing before 
the next step 

Fitting the 

Featheredge 

Boards 

5 

1. Start by securing the first board with 
its thick edge against the post at one 
end of the section. Use 1 round wire 
nail per rail and ensure they go into 
the centre of the rail (on the thicker 
side of the featheredge board) 
 

2. As it can be difficult to space out the 
lengths with equal overlaps and 
achieve a perfect fit at the opposite 
end, use an offcut that is 100mm wide 
as a jig for the placement of the next 
board – do this throughout to achieve 
a consistent 100mm of feather board 
showing 
 

3. At overlaps, the nails should be driven 
in through the thickest part of the 
board to miss the thin edge of the 
board behind, which could split (using 
1 50mm round wire nail into each rail) 
 

4. Continue this process for the entirety 
of the framework and your 
featheredge fence is complete 


