
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How-to guide 

Decking 

A handy guide to 

erecting featheredge 

fencing for an 

attractive, professional 

finish! 

1 

You will need… 

2 

Laying 

Foundations 

Timber/other materials 
• Deck boards 

• Paving slabs* 

• Landscape fabric 

• Countersink bit 
• 2mm wood bit 
• 10mm gravel* 

• Wood preservative 

• Deck joists 
 

Safety Equipment 
• Gloves 

• Safety glasses 

• Dust mask 

Tools 
• Cordless drill 
• Sandpaper 
• Decking screws  

              (64-76mm) 
• Bucket 
• Spade* 

• Paint brush 

• Hand saw 

• Spirit level 
• Rake* 

• Tape measure 

• Circular saw/Jigsaw 

Note: There is no need to remove an old patio or 
concrete base where you plan to lay decking. 
Instead, use it as a solid foundation for a deck of 
any shape or size.  
Before you start it is essential to plan your deck to 
scale on paper. Be as accurate as possible with 
measurements and bear in mind the size of the deck 
boards you plan to use. Designing a deck carefully 
will limit cutting, and board or bearer wastage. 
Remove any vegetation and grass and lay a 
landscaping fabric. If you have a sloping garden, or 
areas of the garden are difficult to use, garden 
decking is a quick and practical solution to make 
these areas accessible. 

1. Following your plan drawing, mark out the deck area 
with pegs and string line. Remove turf inside the 
area and 5cm of topsoil. Level the ground if slightly 
uneven, remembering to allow for the slope of 8mm 
per 1m of decking away from the property. Make 
sure the ground is firm. 

2. Place paving slabs at each corner and midway along 
where each bearer will be, including the edges, or 
every 1.5m if you are laying a larger deck. 

3. Mark the area around each of the slabs with a 
spade and set them aside. Remove a further 2.5cm 
of topsoil from the marked areas. 

4. Replace the soil you have removed from beneath 
each slab with a bed of gravel. Reposition slabs, 
checking that all are level and firmly bedded. 

5. Roll out landscape fabric and cut and trim to fit 
around each slab. If you need to overlap the 
membrane, do so by at least 10cm. 

6. Cover the membrane with a thick layer of gravel. 
Spread it out evenly with a rake so that it is level 
with the top of all the slabs. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

3 

Building a 

Raised Deck 

Constructing the 

frame 

4 

Laying the Deck 

Boards 

5 

1. Construct the frame: It is easiest if you make up the 
outer deck bearer frame first and then use 
temporary legs to support it in position. 

2. Check the frame: When the deck bearer frame is in 
the correct position and you have checked that it is 
level, dig out the post holes. 

3. Position post holes: Post holes should be at the 
corners of the frame and at a maximum of 1200mm 
centres. Most will need to be 700mm deep although 
this does depend on your soil type. Use half a 
medium density block at the base of the hole and 
position the post ensuring that it is truly vertical with 
a spirit level 

4. Set the posts in position: Don’t cut the posts to the 
desired length on an uneven site. It is easier to set 
over-long posts in place first, ready to be trimmed to 
the right height once the framing joists are attached 
and double-checked. 

5. Secure the posts to the frame: Use coach bolts or 
screws to secure the deck bearer frame to the posts, 
working to an 8mm slope per 1m of decking away 
from the property (to encourage rainwater drain 
off), and pour Postcrete or a concrete mix into the 
post holes, checking that the posts remain truly 
vertical. Ensure that the mix sits proud of the soil 
and that it slopes away from the timber post on all 
four sides. This will help with rainwater run-off to 
prolong the life of the wood. When the mix has 
cured, remove the temporary legs. 

6. Position intermediate joists: Set the intermediate 
joists with maximum centres of 400mm. Depending 
on the size of the deck, intermediate post supports 
may also be required on the intermediate joists to 
reduce any movement on the deck surface 

1. Mark, cut and lay out the outer frame first using 
decking joists. Ensure the frame rests flat and is 
supported. 
 

2. Join the frame at each corner using two external 
grade 150mm (6in) screws. Use a spirit level to 
make sure the frame remains flat. 
 

3. Its corners should be square, and you can check 
this by measuring the frame’s diagonals; they 
should be equal. Adjust the frame if it is not 
square 

 

4. Now mark, cut and fit the internal joists, with a 
maximum spacing between joists of 400mm, 
checking they are flat with a spirit level as you 
go. 
 

5. Measure out and prepare enough noggins so 
that the distance between them will never be 
greater than 1200mm. It’s best to stagger the 
noggins to make them easier to screw 

 

6. Secure the noggins with 100mm external timber 
drive screws. Once all the noggins are in place, 
do any final levelling and check that all joists are 
supported at 500mm intervals. 

1. Lay your deck board on top of the frame 
and predrill all fixing points with a 2mm 
bit (this prevents boards from splitting!) 
 

2. When you have predrilled the holes, fix 
the boards to the bearers with two 
64mm decking screws to each bearer 
underneath 

 

3. Keep even spaces between adjacent 
boards (an offcut of wood is ideal for 
this). Once each board is secured, move 
the spacer to the next position. 
 

4. You can trim boards at the end to make a 
straight edge.    Mark the timber using a 
spirit level or timber board, and use a 
jigsaw to carefully cut the overhanging 
deck boards (sand the cut edged down to 
avoid splinters!) 
 

5. Finally, add deck boards around the 
edges to frame the    deck and finish it 
neatly. 



 Handrails and spindles  

6 

1. Start with newel posts Notch out the newel posts 
and fix to the bearer frame using two 160mm 
exterior coach bolts per post. 
 

2. Mark out the handrail. Set the handrail height on 
the newel post so the bottom of the spindles will 
align with the bottom of the deck bearer. 
 

3. Fix the handrail. Drilling clearance holes first, fix the 
handrails to the newel posts using two 65mm (no.8 
x 2½") decking screws, driven in at an angle. 
 

4. Fit square spindles. If you are using square spindles, 
fix them to the bearer and handrail with 65mm 
(no.8 x 2½") decking screws. The spindles should be 
spaced so that a 100mm sphere cannot be passed 
through the gaps. 
 

5. Fit shaped spindles. For shaped spindles, use a 
handrail as the base rail and assemble the spindle, 
base and handrail before positioning them between 
the newel posts. Drive 65mm (no.8 x 2½") decking 
screws through the base rail into the centre of the 
spindles and, at the top, drive the screws into the 
handrail at an angle. 


